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Festival Committee Minutes

Date:
 Tuesday August 22, 2017



Time: 1:00PM
Place:
VMC Office, 345 N Franklin Street, Ft Bragg, CA 95437
I 
Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 1:05 PM
II 
Roll Call:

Present: Tom Yates TY (Present) , Bernadette Byrne (Phone), Cynthia Ariosta (phone) 
Staff:  Luz Harvey (LH-Present), Alan Humason (AH-Present)
Guest(s):  none
III  
Public Comment/Chair’s Comments: None
IV
Approval of Minutes:  CA motions for approval; TY seconds.  No discussion follows; Roll Call Vote: Yays, CA; BB; TY.  Minutes approved
V
Grant Fund Applications Review:  LH explains there are three apps up for review today, all for events that fall under the 2017 Mushroom Wine & Beer Festival.

1) Application from UC Extension Center:  UC Extension in Hopland will be hosting three events on November 4 at their research center.  First is a mushroom lecture and foray w/ former Ag Extension Director, Dave Bengston along with another local mushroom expert.  This event would run from 10AM to noon.  The second is a dinner using locally sourced ingredients, including mushrooms from 5-7PM.  The final of their offerings is a concert by acclaimed guitarist Alex de Grassi from 7-9PM.  LH provided some background on UC Extension funding changes due to federal changes and their need to raise money through events which used to be limited to educational only.  BB asked for clarification re: the fundraising nature of their Nov 4th events.  After discussion it was decided that their offerings enhanced the Mushroom Festival as a whole and also provided the opportunity for exposure of the venue to out of county persons/organizations who might want to hold an event at the venue bringing in attendees and business to the county. Applicant’s request for $2500 goes to vote:  Yays: CA, BB, TY.  Recommendation for funding full amount goes to E.D. for his approval.
2) Application from Inaugural Homebrew Festival:  After a long search for an inland signature event, the Inaugural Homebrew Festival has formed.  Brainchild of committee member Cynthia Ariosta who pitched the idea to several Ukiah organizations before finding a taker in the NCO’s Good Farm Fund, the event will be a celebration of homebrewers featuring a completion for people’s choice and brewer’s choice with the winner of the latter having their winning beer brewed by Ukiah Brewing Co and served in their Tap Room.  The event will also be open to other fermented beverages.  Food prepared by the Mendocino College culinary arts department will be available for purchase.  Event will take place in dt Ukiah at the Conference Center on Sat. Nov 4 from 2-6PM.  Discussion:  CA states having the event in Ukiah will benefit the downtown area and is something area business want.  BB states the timing is good since it dovetails nicely w/ the events taking place in Hopland (just 15 minutes south of Ukiah) works well.  TY states “it’s a great event all around”.  Applicant’s request for $2500 goes to vote:  Yays: TY, BB, CA.  Recommendation for funding full amount goes to E.D. for his approval.
3) Application from Mendocino Art Center for talk by Phil Ross:  The Mendocino Art Center will be hosting a talk by artist turned entrepreneur Phillip Ross.  Phil is a principal in the SF biotech company, Mycoworks; their claim to fame is making vegan leather from mycelium, additionally they also make 100% sustainable building materials and furniture from waste products, all using Mycelium.  Given his industrial applications for this building block of fungi all started as an art project, the Art Center’s Helen Schoeni Theatre will be a perfect venue for him to speak.  Discussion:  CA states this will be a very interesting talk, and offer variety to the festival; BB agrees and likes the event takes place on Sunday Nov 5th, nicely rounding off the first weekend of the festival.  She also states the events applying for funding are spread throughout the county which is good.  Applicant’s request for $2000 goes to vote:  Yays:  CA, BB, TY.  Recommendation for funding full amount goes to E.D. for his approval.
VI
Festivals
a)  Mushroom Festival Update:  Staff reports the Mushroom Festival brochure is just about ready to be sent to printer; should be out by end of week; anticipating  printing will be complete in approx. two weeks.  Distribution will be via Certified outside of Mendocino County and by staff w/in.

b) Dates for 2018 Almost Fringe Festival (AFF):  Staff reports inquiries have already started for dates of 2018 Almost Fringe Festival.  After some discussion, it was decided that the dedicated weekends for 2018 Almost Fringe Festival should repeat the sequence from 2017 AFF, ie. First weekend for 101 Corridor; 2nd weekend for N Coast; 3rd weekend for 128 Corridor; 4th weekend for S Coast.
VII 
Future Agenda Items:  Crab Festival
VIII
Next Meeting: TBD
IX
Meeting adjourned 1:40PM


